





They all knew the camp where we had been working. Sophomore Haylie Fowler agrees. “Seeing all
the people who live there was the best part of thetrip.” Alex Dunbar says, “I didn’'t realize how
much the kids at the school were like us. We can communicate now via myspace.”

Other students ssmply enjoyed spending time with one another. Sophomore Joseph DeKock
says, “Being away from school with friends was really fun. It was a chance to be more natura, to
be more like yourself.” Nickie Straub shares this perspective. “I became even closer to my friends.
It was a great bonding time. We got to see
another side of each other.”

For Senior Sara Barnett, the trip was atime
to come together spiritually. “It was special to
see the Holy Spirit work among us so that we
really opened up spiritually to one another.”
Christopher Erich talked about the theological
discussion the students had one evening with
Pastor Matt. “We really got into spiritual matters
with him. It was deep and cool,” he says.
Lizzie Gruber talks about the worship service at
sundown on the beach. “It was very beautiful,”
shesays. “And al the kids had a chance to lead
out in some way.”

The day before returning to the U.S,,
students visited old San Juan, the historic capital of Puerto Rico. They wandered through the old
cobblestone streets and explored the two Spanish forts that protected the city in the sixteenth century.
This part of the trip dovetailed perfectly with the student’s history curriculum. “We were studying
mezzo or middle American history at the time of thetrip,” says teacher Paul Turk who used hun-
dreds of his own photosto illustrate his lessons.

Principal Tim Erich says of thetrip, “What a blessing our students were able to be, and what a
blessing each participant received. A number of students have said that this mission trip was truly a
life-changing experience.” Parent Debbie Hanley also countsit a success. “It was an amazing
experience,” shesays. “Anytime you move 35 people around safely from airport to airport and
within another country, it'samiracle!”






