





ship favorite, Sequoia. Competing schools came from all
over the North Valley, including Mt. Shasta, Weaverville,

Weed, Fall River, Cottonwood, and Redding. And like their

volleyball counterparts, the runners encouraged one an-

other. For one, Andy Penington convinced Landon Mellor

to get out there and compete. Reveling in the victory,

Shellie says, “You should have seen the look on their faces

when they announced our school as champions!”

At the varsity level the boys cross country team con-
tinued to command a presence in the sport this year. Mid-
way through the season the team was ranked third in the
northern section which comprises nearly all public and
private schools north of Sacramento. The first and second
place schools, Chico and Enterprise, have 2,000 and 1,500
high school students respectively, whereas RAA has 56.
The ranking drew attention to the school which a Record
Searchlight headline referred to as “the upstart Redding
Adventist Academy.”

While the team relinquished its third place ranking to a

ninth place finish, the runners added a fourth consecutive
top ten placing at the Northern Section cross country

Coach Paul Turk

championships to RAA’s trophy case -- an impressive accomplishment, given the fact that RAA
didn’t even have a cross country program in 2002. In recognition of building a successful program,
the Northern Section Cross Country and Track Advisory Committee named RAA Coach Paul Turk
the 2007 Cross Country Coach of the Year. Paul says, | was shocked to receive the award. Big
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school coaches get these awards,
not little school coaches.”
Standout runnersin the
varsity program were Eric Ghelfi
and Lizzy Gruber who won the
boys and girlsindividual Mid-
Valley League Championships.
At the Northern Section champi-
onships, Eric finished sixth and
Lizzy placed third. The Record
Searchlight article reported,
“While Senior Lizzy Gruber
finished third in the girlsracein
19:02, it's the boys program that
continues to gain more notoriety.
And we may not know how well
they could fare at the section
[state] meet since they won't run
on Saturday -- their Sabbath.”
Because finals are always held on
Saturday, RAA teams forego
competition at this level.





